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LANDMARKS TO VISIT ALONG THE IAT 

(Jefferson and Walworth County) 

 

Bonnie Nommensen has assembled this list of trail 

highlights – have you seen them all? Check out the 

fantastic job Bonnie has done with our trifold 

display featuring photos of these landmarks. It is just 

finishing a month at the Whitewater Library, and 

can visit your library. Contact Bonnie at : 

nommom@hotmail.com, or 262-495-3412 to 

arrange a visit of the display in your area. 

 

HORSERIDER’S CAMP – Hike through this 

equestrian camp providing water, restrooms, 

parking, and a picnic area. 

 

STONE ELEPHANT – A massive granite erratic 

shaped like an elephant.  Potawatomi Indians visited 

the rock frequently, offering tobacco as a gift and 

probably considered this area sacred. 

 

BALD BLUFF – One of the highest points in 

Jefferson County.  Native Americans used it as a 

lookout and for ceremonial dancing. 
 

PIONEER LIME KILN – A 10’ deep pit, 

probably constructed by Norwegian settlers, lined 

with granite boulders.  Limestone was gathered and 

added, then covered by brush and logs and set afire. 

The limestone turned to a powder that could be used 

for mortar, plaster, whitewash, soap, candles and 

many useful items.  

 

OLESON CABIN – A two-story tamarack log 

cabin built by an early Norwegian pioneer.  Also see 

a logging sled from 1900, used to haul tamarack 

logs. 

 

BACKPACK SHELTER #3 – For those who wish 

to stay overnight! 

LAKE LAGRANGE, Rice Lake, Whitewater Lake, 

and many streams, ponds, and lakes beautify the 

trail. The frequent water filled kettles resound with a 

delightful frog chorus in spring. 

 

CLOVER VALLEY STATE WILDLIFE AREA 

Newly built trail enters this area, part of a vast 

wetland that was drained years ago.  The trail 

crosses Whitewater Creek on an impressive bridge 

and boardwalk, and skirts the edge of what remains 

of the wetland. After a five mile road walk you re-

enter the wetland at the Island Road kiosk and 

follow Spring Brook for a 1.5 mile hike to the Rock 

Co. line. 

 

THE FLOWING WELL – Hand dug in 1895, this 

pipe spring is still flowing to this day.  Fill your 

water bottles! 

 

OUR ENTIRE ICE AGE TRAIL features forests, 

oak savannah, prairies, lakes, eskers, kettles, 

moraines, scenic ridges, wetlands, boardwalks, 

animals and plant life throughout our two counties 
 

 
Oleson Cabin  photo by Russ Helwig
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

HARVEST MOON HIKE OCT. 2 

Meet us Friday, Oct. 2, for a hike under the nearly 

full Harvest Moon. We’ll meet at the Hwy 12 trail 

crossing 5 miles east of Whitewater at 8:00 pm and 

hike at a mystery spot (we haven’t decided where 

yet). Contact is Barb Converse, 262-473-7304. 

 

HIKE THE ARBORATUM AND SHOP THE 

FARMERS MARKET IN MADISON 

On Oct. 10, a Saturday, come to the Converse home 

by 8:00 am to form up a carpool and drive to 

Madison for this duo of fun outdoor activities. Their 

address is W8339 R&W Townline Rd, Whitewater, 

and that is immediately east of Lakeview School 

about 6 miles south of Whitewater.  

 

CALENDAR PLANNING/POTLUCK/HIKE 

Come to Judy Wildermuth’s house at 11:00 am on 

Sunday, Nov. 8, to join us for a hike. Bring a dish to 

pass for the subsequent ~12:30 lunch, and stay to 

help us plan next year’s outings. Judy’s address is 

N7701 Engel Rd. four miles south of Whitewater. 

Call her at 262-473-2415 for better directions. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEWIDE IAT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

THREE MSC PROJECTS REMAIN 

Two weekends in September will 

see our merry band of trail 

builders and their dedicated 

support crew in Polk County (Sept. 9-13) and in 

nearby Dane County (Sept. 23-27).  

 

The first will build 1 ½ miles of new trail at Straight 

Lake State Park, a gem of a location in NW 

Wisconsin.  

 

The second extends the IAT north from the 

Brooklyn Wildlife Area and includes a 40’ bridge.  

 

As always, you can expect free camping, meals, a 

safe and instructive environment, great camaraderie, 

and satisfaction in the work, be it support or trail 

building. Come for one or all 3 ½ days. Sign up at 

iceagetrail.org. 

 

NEW HQRS IN CROSS PLAINS DEDICATED 

July 25 saw the formal dedication of our IATA 

headquarters building in Cross Plains. Dignitaries 

included U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin and NPS Supt. 

Tom Gilbert. After a most gracious welcome from 

the Mayor and remarks from an understandably 

proud Mike Wolmer the crowd of over a hundred 

enjoyed touring the beautiful grounds and the 

handsome building. By all means stop in if you are 

in the neighborhood – the staff will be delighted to 

show you around. 

 

 
Volunteers landscaping the rain garden 

Did you know there is a “perfect” rectangle?  
 

Of course rectangles come in all different sizes, but 
here we are not concerned about big or small, but 
rather the “aspect ratio” (AR). That is, the ratio of 
width to height, or rather, long side to short side. It 
can be as small as 1, and go as big as you like. 
 
 
 
 
       Too fat               too narrow                 just right 
Since this involves aesthetics it is really a matter of 
taste, but there is a well accepted “just right”. 
 

This perfect rectangle has AR of ~1.61803398875, or 
(√5 + 1)/2. One way of arriving at that is: find a 
rectangle where if you remove a square, the AR stays 
the same. [Challenge: Try that. You’ll need a bit of 
algebra and the quadratic formula.] 
 

Another is to take the Fibonacci sequence, 
1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, . . ., and form ratios of 

successive terms. Those will approach the perfect 
AR. [Challenge: how far out do we need to go to be 
accurate to the third decimal?] 



ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 

BURLINGTON SCHOOL FOREST HIKE 

On Saturday, May 30, we had a great time hiking in 

the Burlington School Forest near the Bong State 

Rec Area.  We were fortunate to be led by long time 

BSF volunteer, Wayne Jenson, whose knowledge of 

the flora and the restorative efforts there was much 

appreciated. Do plan a visit and check out their 

website: http://www.forestry.basd.k12.wi 

 

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY HIKE JUNE 6 

As is our tradition, Russ Helwig and his hardy 

weekly hikers led a National Trails Day hike of the 

20 miles of Ice Age Trail we maintain in the 

Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest. Several of us 

less than hardy hikers took advantage of the shuttles 

available at roughly every five miles, but a high 

percentage of the more than 30 who started at Rice 

Lake made it all the way to the end at Emma Carlin. 

 

PADDLING THE BARK RIVER IN JUNE 

Thirteen people in 12 boats assembled June 20 at 

Burnt Village Co. Park north of Whitewater to 

paddle the gentle and friendly Bark River to where it 

joins the Rock River and on into Fort Atkinson. 

After a very pleasant morning we extended the 

outing with a tasty restaurant lunch there.  

 

JULY 4
TH

 PARADE AGAIN A BLAST 

As we have for several years now we marched in the 

Whitewater Independence Day Parade. The theme 

was “Remember a Vietnam Vet” and we were 

honored to have two such vets march with us. And 

Monty chimed in with a sign “Elephants never 

forget”. We handed out way too much candy to the 

appreciative kids and IAT bookmarks and maps to 

the adults who showed an interest. Thanks are due to 

Barb Converse for her superb organization and to 

Eileen Harris for sweltering in the Monty suit 

(confused by most of the kids to be the mammoth 

from the Ice Age movies). 

 

HIKE, BIKE, & PADDLE RAINED OUT 

Saturday, August 1, at 8:30 am it was raining cats 

and dogs so our annual noncompetitive trio of 

activities was scrubbed. Ron Nacker suggests if 

there is interest, he can reserve a group site at Point 

Beach SF and we can try the Manitowoc/Two Rivers 

area next year. 

 

HIKING AT RIVER EDGE NATURE CENTER 

On August 22 six of us enjoyed hiking the trails 

along the Milwaukee River and across the road in 

mixed forest and prairie at River Edge Nature Center 

in Newburg. We were intrigued by the ruins, castle 

and Kame Inn at the south end of the river trail. 

Their over ten miles of trails gave us a good 

workout, and as always, the company was enriching. 

 

IDEAS NEEDED 
 

SUGGEST ACTIVITIES 

When we set up the 2009 calendar last November 

we kind of ran out of steam for late fall/early winter 

activities. Do you have any outings you would like 

to do but just haven’t gotten around to? Let us add 

them to our calendar. Two that were suggested but 

not scheduled were: ski or hike at Lapham Peak 

(perhaps at night on their lighted trails), and a visit 

to the Milwaukee Museum. 

 

Let Russ or me know if either activity sounds good 

or if you have others to suggest. 

 

SPEAKERS FOR OUR MEETINGS 
Meeting attendance is a bit down, and to counter that 

we would like to schedule several meetings where 

there would be a minimum of business and a 

fascinating speaker. Do you have such a talk to 

offer, or an idea of someone to suggest? How about 

suggesting a topic that might draw your interest? 

Again, let Russ or me know. 

 

HIKER AWARD PROGRAM IN THE WORKS  
You may have noticed in the last Mammoth Tales 

that several chapters have hiker award programs. 

People who hike the whole IAT for that chapter get 

recognition and tangible rewards like a patch or gift 

certificates. We are planning such a program for our 

roughly 26 miles of IAT. We would like your ideas 

for a catchy name (Moraine Corps, Kettle Cruisers, 

and Morainathoners have been suggested), for a 

patch design, and for possible other rewards. 

 

REMINDER: NEXT MEETING IS SEPT. 15 

We meet at 7:00 pm in the basement meeting room 

of the USBank in Elkhorn. We are a friendly group 

and welcome new faces and ideas. We have 

refreshments! Please come and contribute. 



Walworth/Jefferson Co. Chapter       

  

Gary Klatt, Trail Tales Editor 

145 N. Fremont St. 

Whitewater, WI  53190 

 
 (formerly Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation) 
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TRAIL TALES is distributed three times a year to members and friends of the Walworth/Jefferson County 

Chapter of the Ice Age Trail Alliance. Contact Gary Klatt (klattg@uww.edu) with comments.  

 

MY FAVORITE PLACE ALONG THE ICE AGE TRAIL 
 

Ȱ-Ùȱ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÁÒÄ×ÁÌË ÉÓ 100 yards from Clover Valley Road where 
the IAT exits the State Forest. It is a remarkably tranquil place with the 
gurgling Whitewater Creek below, and virtually  no trace of the frenetic 
ȰÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ noise, machines and crowds so prevalent in the 
area. I visited just the other day and saw a great blue heron take off from 
under the bridge. What a thrill! Easily accessible in all seasons, here is an 
ideal place to renew and reinforce a connection with the wild and natural. 
 
) ÓÁÙ ȰÍÙȱ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÔ ɉÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ρππ ÏÔÈÅÒÓɊ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁÙ 
2007 MSC project. There is nothing like being in on the building or the 
maintenance of a part of the IAT to promote a sense of ownership.  
 
Tell me about your favorite place.  Gary Klatt (klattg@uww.edu) 


