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President’s Report
Legislation Introduced
to Protect Ice Age Trail
by Dave Phillips
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In the city of West Bend, a
walk on the wild side means the
cityÕs west side. ThatÕs where the
Ice Age Trail follows some
spectacular glacial landforms
within the city limits, north to
south, preserving eskers, kettles
and wetlands and providing West
Bend with outdoor recreation at
its back door.

ÒThe Ice Age Trail is an asset
that you canÕt put a dollar value
on,Ó said Mike Miller, who has
two years remaining in his fifth 3-
year term as West BendÕs mayor. ÒI
walk this trail quite a bit. Open
space is important to me and to
the people of West Bend.Ó

Mayor Miller was one of six

steadfast friends of the Ice Age
Trail who walked a portion of the
West Bend segment one brisk
January day. Others were State
Senator Mary Panzer, who

champions the trail in Madison;
Rod Bartlow of Slinger, president
of the Washington County chapter
of the Ice Age Park and Trail
Foundation; Suzanne Silvers,
newly-hired development director
of the foundation; Christine
Thisted, director of the
foundation, and me.

For Suzanne Silvers, the walk
was her second outing on the Ice
Age Trail. She had visited the
LoewÕs Lake segment while
interviewing for her new job with
the Ice Age Park and Trail
Foundation.

Our ambition was to walk the
north half of the West Bend
segment, a landscape of steep

inclines and a
winding trail
that follows a
ridge through
maturing
maple, beech,
ironwood and
shagbark
hickory woods.
ÒImagine this
woods a
century ago,
when it was
dominated by
oaks,Ó said
Bartlow. The
oaks were cut so
long ago that
even their
stumps have
rotted away.

We met at
9am in the

parking lot of the West Bend
CulverÕs Restaurant on Highway
33. We had received permission to
do so earlier by calling Brian
Marg, the genial manager of the

restaurant. The trail begins
directly north of CulverÕs off
Highway 33, where heavy strip
development gives no hint of the
natural landscape nearby.

A light snow had dusted the
Trail early the night before. The
snow made the Trail more
beautiful, but somewhat risky
because it masked the occasional
ice patches that had formed on the
slopes earlier. We hikers soon
discovered the hazard, took care
and no one tumbled.

The snow, about a half inch,
was enough to reveal other busy
users of the Trail. Just up the hill
from CulverÕs, it was clear that a
whole warren of cottontail rabbits
uses the trail to go from one
winter meal of bark to the next.
Blended with their tracks were
those of squirrels. Then we
encountered the footprints of two
other beasts, a boot-clad human
and her dog, out for their morning
constitutional, one that apparently
ended before we arrived because
we saw neither. Later we saw the
tracks of a fox on the trail and
several of deer crossing the trail.

Early on, we caught a glimpse of
three deer, which looked at us as
they moved quickly, but not in a
panic, into the woods to our left.
Just north of Park Avenue, an east-
west street that cuts through the
corridor, we found the tracks of a
snow-starved, frustrated cross
country skier who had fantasized
that last nightÕs quarter-inch of
f lakes was sufficient.

Ski tracks led northward for
about a block, just enough to show
how the skis scraped over the
rocks on one downhill slope. At
its base, the tracks revealed an

Featured Segment
Walking West Bend Õs Wild West Side

by Paul G.
Hayes

Mayor Mike Miller, Washington/Ozaukee County Chapter coordinator Rod
Bartlow and Senator Mary Panzer with hiking sticks in hand.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
P

au
l H

ay
es



Ice Age Park &Trail Foundation ¥ Spring, 2000

During the spring of 1999, the State of
Wisconsin began real estate negotiations
with the owner of 161,000
acres of Northwoods
timberlands. The
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) hoped
to acquire a portion of
these scattered properties
to conserve their wild
character. By August, a deal
was struck and the largest conservation
acquisition in the stateÕs history was
announced. Called The Great Addition,
the 32,000-acre purchase includes wild
lakes, natural areas, Wisconsin River
frontage, hunting areas and a large
addition to the Turtle-Flambeau Scenic
Waters Area. Input from Ice Age Trail
volunteers and staff was instrumental in
ensuring that seven miles of Ice Age Trail
(IAT) route were also included in the
purchase.

The centerpiece of the new IAT lands is
a 2,000-acre addition to the New Wood
Wildlife Area in western Lincoln County.
This will provide permanent protection to
one of the most remote areas along the
entire Trail route. In 1983 the Wisconsin
Wild Resource Advisory Council stated
that, ÒThe New Wood Area [of] Lincoln
County offers one of the largest
undeveloped areas in the state.Ó The
remainder of the Trail acquisition consists
of an easement to protect Þve miles of IAT
route across an adjacent property.

The landscape of the New Wood area is
varied. The greatest topographic relief is
provided by peculiar hills known as ice-
walled lake plains. These hills were once
lakes on the melting glacier. Streams
ßowing on the ice deposited their sediment
in these lakes. Once the surrounding
glacier had completely melted, the former
lake bottoms became the hilltops.

Over a mile of the scenic North Fork of
the Copper River passes through the

property. SigniÞcant wetlands are
dispersed through the area. The forest is

dominated by
hardwood tree species.
Hemlock, spruce,
northern white cedar
and white pine are also
present. Beaver and
deer are the most
obvious animals.

Protection of this
New Wood area marks the largest
acquisition along the Ice Age Trail in at
least a decade. 

This property was purchased through
the KnowlesÑNelson Stewardship
Program. It was made possible by the
efforts of Governor Tommy Thompson and
DNR Real Estate Chief Dick Steffes. 

Partner Protection Highlights
The Great Addition
by Drew Hanson

The Riverland Conservancy (formerly
the Wisconsin Power & Light Land
Stewardship Trust) recently acquired a
160-acre inholding at its Merrimac
Preserve. Adjacent to DevilÕs Lake State
Park in Sauk County, the Merrimac
Preserve protects a cold water trout
stream, wetlands, prairie, oak savanna and
a segment of the Ice
Age Trail. The new
parcel will allow for
completion of almost
four miles of Ice Age
Trail to be constructed
entirely within the
1,600-acre preserve Ñ
without routing along
a roadway.  

The Ice Age Park
and Trail Foundation
is proud to be working

in partnership with the Riverland
Conservancy to establish this critical link
for the Ice Age Trail.  An event to
commemorate the effort is being planned

for the summer.
This property was

purchased in part
through a grant from
the Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program.
Additional funding
was provided by Ducks
Unlimited, Sauk
County Pheasants
Forever, Olson
Charitable Trust and
private individuals. 

Merrimac
Preserve
by Drew Hanson
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The latest addition to the
Merrimac Preserve includes part
of the ParfreyÕs Glen wetland.
Note the cranes in the background.

The North Fork of the Copper River.
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All the President Õs Pups
IAPTF President Dave Phillips

recounts a memorable 1988 Trail
scouting trek:

I was trudging alone through the
New Wood on an overgrown railroad
grade Ñ abandoned after the logging
days of the twenties. I was searching for
a way through to connect the newly
constructed Grandfather Falls segment
with the eastern terminus of the Ice
Age Trail in Taylor County. It was
October near sunset. A portentous
breeze from the North and a cold rain
had dampened the ground so that I
could walk in near total silence. From
afar the howl of wolves stopped me
dead in my tracks. I listened. It came
again. Then suddenly another wolf
returned the howl. It sounded as if it
were coming from the thicket
immediately to my right. Several wolves
howled again. I crouched down on the
old railroad grade. I could see beneath
the shrubs into a clearing, a stoneÕs
throw away, a group of wolves Ñ an
adult sitting on its haunches, head
skyward. It howled again. Three pups,
perhaps the mother or caretaker of the
pups, pranced playfully around the
adult, muzzling and rollicking. For
perhaps 15 minutes, I spied unnoticed.


