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The true and snowy winter that we
experienced this year was the impetus I
needed to reread one of my favorite books,
Arctic Dreams by Barry Lopez. Lopez
writes eloquently of the mysteries of
landscape and the essential connection of
humanity to it. He discusses the spiritual
bond with the land that indigenous
peoples in the far north retain even
though they have lost many of the hunting
and survival skills that they learned over
the past ten thousand years. The evidence
of the importance of the landscape to their
spiritual, psychological and physical well
being, according to Lopez is seen in their
practical knowledge and incorporation of
the land into their traditional stories.

The people … have not abandoned the
land, and the land has not abandoned
them. It is difficult, coming from cities far
to the south, to perceive let alone fathom
the richness of this association, or to
assess its worth. But this archaic affinity
for the land, I believe, is an antidote to
the loneliness that in our own culture we
associate with individual estrangement
and despair. 

Lopez suggests that much of the
malaise in modern culture is due to the
loss of the elemental connection to a
natural landscape.

Two broad themes are apparent in
human interaction with the landscape-
economic and spiritual. In the economic
approach, land is seen as a resource
whereby man extracts his physical needs-
water, nutrition, shelter, adornment. As a
spiritual resource, the land is seen as a
giver and supporter of life, a place of
mystery and awe giving a people meaning,
and must be respected in order for it to
continue to preserve and sustain not just
the spiritual life of the people but also
their psychological and physical well being.

The economic theme lends strongly to
greed or the acquisition of wealth, an
excess of resources that is more than what

is needed to sustain life. In the extreme,
greed can degrade the land to a point
where all resources are extracted and the
life sustaining qualit y of the land collapses
forever. There are those who believe, and
they are supported in many cases by law,
that the private landowner has the right to
take from the land whatever he wishes,
even if his exploitation leads to the
destruction of the land. 

This is not to say that modern man has
a monopoly on environmental
degradation. There are unsettling
examples of large scale destruction in
some hunting and gathering cultures. I
believe, as human beings, we are
predisposed to the gathering of wealth at
the expense of the landscape. But modern
technology allows us to be much more
efficient and unrelenting in the process
and a culture that glorifies the
accumulation of wealth and the primacy of
self over its spiritual needs only accelerates
the depletion of resources and the
proliferation of pollution.

Although we are losing natural
habitats at an alarming rate, there is still
hope that contradicts the apocalyptic
predictions. Modern man does
acknowledge, as indigenous cultures seem
to understand inherently, that the
landscape does embody qualities beyond
the economic. Governments around the
world have set aside land to preserve
plants, animals and landscapes. Early in
the industrial age, even among some
industrialists, the recognition of the non-
economic value of the certain landscapes
outweighed the tendency toward
exploitation and created great national
parks like Yellowstone and Yosemite. 

In our most densely populated places,
the desire to preserve or restore some of
the natural landscape became a movement
that created Central Park, for instance, in
New York City. In the mid-nineteenth
century, the first landscape architect,

http://www.iceagetrail.org
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A diverse group of trekkers
celebrated the third and last day of
the Ice Age Park and Trail
Foundation’s Fall Rendezvous
Sunday, October 29, by following
Herb Schotz on a cross-country,
over-the-moraine and through-the-
marsh hike of Lincoln Count y’s
“Great Addition.”

Included were hikers from the
Waukesha-Milwaukee,
Washington-Ozaukee, Walworth-
Jefferson, Dane, Blue Hills,

Northwoods, Indianhead and
other chapters of the Ice Age Park
and Trail Foundation, as well as
members of the IAT staff. Herb

led the group as it pushed over ice-
walled lake plains, stood on the
rims of shallow kettles, scaled
hummocky moraines and plodded
through marshes. 

Sometime earlier Herb had
marked a tentative route for the
new segment of the Ice Age Trail
with red f lags. He hopes the Trail
will be built over the next two
years by a crew of the Wisconsin
Conservation Corps and
supervised by Rich Wissink, local

propert y manager for
the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources, and by Herb
and his son,
Christopher, co-chairs of
the Northwoods IAT
chapter. 

“We get good help
from Rich Wissink,”
Herb said. “He’s helping
with the f lagging and
will help next summer.
And there’s money in
the DNR budget for new
projects to help pay for
materials and for
transporting a
Wisconsin Conservation
Corps crew 40 miles a
day to build the Trail
next summer.”

The walkers paused
now and then on the
hike to listen to Adam
Cahow, retired professor
of geography at the

Universit y of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire and coordinator of the Blue
Hills Chapter, explain the
landscape. There isn’t anyone

more expert in the landforms we
were viewing. Adam wrote his
Ph.D. thesis at Michigan State

Universit y on this very stuff
before starting his 35-year-long
professorship on the subject. He
has helped lay out much of the
Trail up north. 

“These are stagnant ice
features,” he said. They were
caused by the slow disintegration
perhaps over a period of many
centuries of the ice that made up
the Wisconsin River lobe of the
great Wisconsin glacier. Because
the lobe was composed of
shallower ice than the Green Bay
and Lake Michigan lobes to the
east, it left behind a gentler
landscape than that created by two
much thicker lobes. 

“The common view of the
terminal moraine is that it was
bulldozed up against the face of
the ice,” said Adam. “That is not
true from Lincoln count y west,
almost to Minnesota.”

Adam wanted us to envision a
stalled sheet of ice, covered with
rock and soil that had migrated up
through the ice during its
movement. The ice was
decomposing into a surface laced
by crevasses, which were filling

Adam Cahow, center, interprets the geology of the Great Addition.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 I
ng

ri
d 

La
rs

on

by Paul G.
Hayes

Featured Segment
The Great Addition

“This is one of the
wildest areas left in

Wisconsin.”

Ñ Andrew Hanson,
geographer for the Ice Age

Park and Trail Foundation


