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How many trees are in Wisconsin’s forests, 
anyway?
How many trees are there in Wis-
consin forests? 

While this question may seem like 
a rhetorical one, like how many 
grains of sand are on a beach or 
raindrops in a thunderstorm, to 
the Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources and the U.S. Forest 
Service, this is a very pertinent 
question – the answer to which 
helps direct the management of 
Wisconsin’s forests. 

In fact, the Forest Service has been 
conducting inventories to measure 
our forests nationwide since the 
1930s, which are now called Forest 

Inventory and Analysis, or FIA.

Each year FIA plots are measured 
to tally the number, species dis-
tribution, size, age and health of 
trees, as well as other ecological 
indicators and variables that help 
us describe the attributes of Wis-
consin’s forests. 

The systematically-placed plots 
are located on federal, state, 
county and private lands, and 
each plot is re-measured every five 
years. By re-measuring the same 
plots, growth rates, mortality and 
harvest rates can be calculated.

Easement Monitoring
Annual easement monitoring 
will take place this spring for 
Ice Age Trail hosts who hold 
easements on their property in 
the following counties:

April 14 – May 23: Polk, Mara-
thon, Taylor, Chippewa, Sauk, 
Columbia, Waukesha counties

Please contact Kevin Thusius 
at (800) 227-0046 or  
kevin@iceagetrail.org if you 
have any questions or would 
like to meet on the property 
during the site visit.
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B y  A n d y  S t o l t m a n ,  W i s c o n s i n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

The Ice Age Trail Alliance has 
been accredited by the land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, an 
independent program of the land 
Trust Alliance. 

Achieving accreditation demon-
strates that the Alliance is com-
mitted to meeting national stan-
dards for excellence, ensuring that 
our conservation efforts are per-
manent while upholding the public 
trust. 

The Alliance was awarded accredi-
tation in February, becoming one 

of 254 accredited organizations 
nationwide, and one of only eight 
in Wisconsin. 

leading up to its application for 
accreditation in April 2013, the 
Alliance spent more than three 
years developing and modifying 
important procedures and policies, 
cleaning up land-related docu-
ments and raising funds for de-
fending our easements. 

“The Ice Age Trail Alliance com-
pleted the accreditation program 
because we recognized it as a key 

Ice Age Trail Alliance earns national 
recognition

opportunity to strengthen our 
organization,” said IATA Exec-
utive Director Mike Wollmer. 
“Now, as an accredited organi-
zation, the Alliance has earned 
a new level of credibility with 
its current and future donors, 
partners and supporters.”

continued on next page



In conjunction with the Forest Service, Wisconsin’s 
DNR not only participates in the FIA program, 
measuring the 16.7 million acres of forests in the 
state, but has also created the Continuous Forest 
Inventory (CFI). CFI is a more intense inventory 
based on FIA protocols but conducted only on Wis-
consin’s 10 state forests. This gives a more focused 
vision of the trends occurring on more than 500,000 
acres of state forest lands. 

The information from these inventories can help 
answer down-to-earth questions. Recently, with the 
advent of emerald ash borer in the state, FIA and 
CFI have been able to help guide the response to 
this insect pest with assessments on the number of 
ash trees in the state, where they occur and where 
they are concentrated. 

FIA and CFI data also help the forestry industry by 
helping companies strategically focus their activi-
ties where the forest resources they are interested 
in are located. Researchers in many disciplines also 
use these data sets to help answer questions about 
Wisconsin’s forests and forest resources.

And the answer to the question? As of 2012, there 
are estimated to be 11,237,971,791 (plus or minus 1 
million) trees of one-inch diameter or greater in the 
forested lands of Wisconsin.
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Trees in Wisconsin’s forests, continued

IATA Trail Program Specialist Dave Caliebe measures a 14-foot circumference on a maple tree in Manitowoc County.

Andy Stoltman is the Rural and Urban Forest In-
ventory Analyst with the Wisconsin DNR. You can 
contact him at andrew.stoltman@wisconsin.gov.
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