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Rock County Chapter of the Ice Age Trail Alliance


Minutes of March 24, 2015 Monthly Meeting
Rock County Jobs Center, Janesville

Dennis James, Chapter Coordinator
Ed Madere, Secretary

Beth Austin, Treasurer

Larry Swanson, Trail Maintenance
Chapter Coordinator Dennis James called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were:  Dennis James, Beth Austin, Dean Paynter, Jayne Paynter, Lee Henkel, Ginny Henkel, Randy Fisher, Mike Khan, Ken Manthei, Carolyn Brandeen, Larry Swanson, Rita Fox, and  Ed Madere.  
A meeting agenda was distributed.  The minutes of the February 24, 2015 meeting were distributed previously.
Budget Report:  Beth reported an account balance of $2,144.  Dennis also reminded everyone that we should keep a record of in-kind contributions.

Trail Maintenance Report – Larry reported that he reviewed the 52 miles of the IAT in Rock County.  He noted that:

· markers are needed along the river in Riverside Park,

· in Milton markers are needed at the intersection of Janesville St. and High St.,

· a kiosk might be appropriate near the park in Milton,

· he is developing a booklet to assist trail monitors, and 

· work days will typically be on the Saturday following the monthly Chapter meetings.

Ice Age Trail Advocacy – Dean and Ed reported on efforts to get the State Legislature to change the Governor’s proposed budget which, if adopted as presented, would freeze the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program for at least thirteen years, if not, eliminate it.  Much of the Ice Age Trail has been developed through this fund.  Further, the proposed budget prohibits the DNR from providing any funds to the Ice Age Trail Alliance.  The DNR has given a grant of approximately $75,000 per year to the IATA since the late 1990s.   
The City of Evansville has adopted a resolution supporting the Stewardship Program.  Rock County and the City of Janesville appear to be supportive and are currently developing resolutions of support for consideration by the elected officials.  The City of Beloit has been contacted and believed to be in support. 
It is very important that folks interested in the Ice Age Trail contact members of the Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee and tell them not to cut funding for the Trail.  
2015 Rock County Mobile Skills Crew Project – This project will be held from June 24 to June 28, 2015, at the Storrs Lake segment of the Trail, and will consist of building a new 2,300 foot segment as well as providing maintenance on adjoining parts of the Trail, especially the removal of evasive plants.  This reroute will be among glacial kettles and woodland.
The Chapter’s main responsibility will be to provide the kitchen and greeting staff.  Dennis will handle media contacts.  A brief discussion was held on needed supplies and providing entertainment.  IATA folks are still working on the specific alignment of the trail.  It was also noted that a hike on Devil’s Staircase should be considered.

2015 Schedule – Dennis distributed a proposed 2015 schedule which includes meetings, hikes, and workdays.  He also noted that Mike Khan is planning a hike in Chicago on June 13.  Dennis asked that you notify him if you want to add any hikes.
Western Rock County Reroute – Dennis advised that consideration is now being given to a route that would be north and west from the Arboretum, cross Hwy 14 to Gibbs Lake then to Evansville then to Magnolia Bluff then to the Sugar River Trail.

Dawson Field – Dennis indicated that a hike is planned for 8:00 a.m. Sunday, March 22 beginning at Dawson Field.  The purpose of this hike is to view the property owned by the City adjacent to Dawson Field and determine if the Chapter would like to maintain the park which is the southernmost point of the Ice Age Trail.  
New IATA Website – Dennis noted that the new website is still being refined and that the Chapter may be limited on what can included.  He is exploring other alternatives to communicate information about the Chapter.
Miscellaneous – Ginny suggested that the Chapter consider developing and marking short trails adjacent to the IAT that might be of interest to children.  These “tyke hikes” would encourage children to appreciate the outdoors and the desire to preserve it.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Next meeting – April 28, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at Rock County Jobs Center.
Respectfully submitted, 

Edward Madere

Secretary
