
Lodi Valley Chapter IATA 
Annual Meeting

Saturday March 28
West Point Town Hall

5 pm Social
5:45 Pot Luck Dinner

7pm Presentation 
by Steve Swenson

8pm Business Meeting

   Steve Swenson, ecologist for Aldo Leopold Founda-
tion, has spent his career advancing the relationship 
between people and land.  He directs the Science 
and Stewardship Program at the Leopold Family 
Shack and Farm, a National Historic Landmark.  
This work serves as the basis for partnership and 
communication with private landowners and resource 
professionals throughout the Midwest. 
  On a regional level, Steve authored a series of land-
owner handbooks covering South, west Wisconsin, 
Southeast Minnesota, and Southern Arkansas reach-
ing over 30,000 landowners owning 6 million acres of 
land.  These richly-illustrated handbooks help further 
the reader’s journey in their relationship to land pro-
viding both perspective and practical information. 
   Locally, Steve coordinates the Leopold-Pine Island 
Important Bird Area partnership, comprised 
of Federal, State and private lands.  This 15,000 acre 
partnership offers a great example of science, 
communication, and relationships delivering 
tangible conservation success. 
   Steve has years of experience in land care includ-
ing prairie restoration, prescribed burning, timber 
management, invasive species control, data collec-
tion, and management planning.  Steve received his 
Bachelor’s degree (1995) in environmental science 
and biology from the University of Wisconsin – Green 
Bay and a Master’s degree (1999) in plant ecology 
from The Ohio State University.
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A Publication by the Lodi Valley Chapter of the Ice Age Trail Alliance

For more information about Trail Events, visit 
http://www.iceagetrail.org/events/

Hikes: 
Bring yourself, invite a 
friend, & expect great times 
on the Trail! 
For more information 
contact Bill at 843-3926

Wed, Feb 4: Full Moon Hike, 7:00 pm at Robert-
son Trailhead, Lodi Springfield Road

Thurs, March 5: Full Moon Hike, 7pm at South 
Merrimac Ferry Wayside, Hwy 113

Mon, May 4: Full Moon Hike, 7:00 pm @ Robert-
son Trailhead, Lodi Springfield Road

Sat, May 23: Devils Lake to Gibraltar Rock Hike: 
9:00 am @ Roznos Meadow, Hwy 113 just North 
of DL, South Side of Devil’s Lake

Mon, June 1: Full Moon Hike, 7:00 pm @ Merri-
mac Ferry Wayside, Hwy 113

Chapter Meetings: Third Thursday at 7pm
Contact Person: Joanna at 608-592-7817
Jan 15, Feb 19, April 16, May 21
Location: Lodi Medical Clinic, 160 Valley Drive

If you have poems, photos, stories, or
topic ideas for future Mammoth Prints,

submit to lodivalleychapter.iata@gmail.com

Mammoth Prints Editor: Joanna Kramer Fanney
Graphic Designers: David & Tracy Erickson

Save The Dates

IATA Annual Conference
Wisconsin Dells

April 23 - 26

Trail Improvement Events:
Contact Bill at 843-3926

Saturday, April 18th, 
9:00 am 
at Rainbow Bridge 
by Lodi High School 

Saturday, May 16th, 
at Gibraltar Rock



Lodi Valley Chapter Celebrates a 
Successful Year of Trail Maintenance!

By Bill Welch 
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Thanks to the incredible energy and hard work of our volunteers, the Lodi Valley Chapter 
had an exceptional year of working to maintain, enhance, and improve our trail segments.  
We appreciate each and every person who put some time in, helping us keep up the high 
standards we have for the Ice Age Trail.

Over 50 different volunteers gave over 500 hours in 2014!  The only thing that stopped 
us was the early onslaught of winter.  All of this work and dedication is in addition to the 
Mobile Skills Crew Program event at Gibraltar Rock in April that resulted in new trail up 
the east side of the rock.

The numerous volunteers built map boxes, installed signage posts, pulled stumps, re-built tread on Highway 
113, cut up fallen trees, and killed invasive plants.  We even had a visit from the Blazin’ Babes of Waukesha/
Milwaukee County Chapter who painted perfect yellow blazes up one side of Gibraltar Rock and down the 
other.

We were also fortunate to have several groups from the Lodi schools volunteer.  The Trail benefited from a 
full days’ effort by the 8th Grade Service Day, a high school class, and the entire 5th Grade and Ouisconsing 
School of Cooperation.

Lodi Valley Chapter Leaders:
Coordinator: 

  Joanna, 608-592-7817
Treasurer: 

  Barbara, 608-592-3025
Co-Secretaries: 

  Jody, 608-592-2031 and 
  Julie, 608-592-4606

October Service Day East Lodi Marsh

Next year we will continue to enhance the heavily traveled segments at Gibraltar Rock as well as re-
building the trail where it leaves the Merrimac Ferry landing… and it is a sure bet that a tree or two 
will fall in the woods!

Speaking of trees, it would be helpful if anyone who walks the trail and finds a tree down to contact 
Bill right away at 843-3926.  You may think that someone else has reported it, but that is not always 
the case.

Interested in becoming 
a member of the  

Ice Age Trail Alliance?

Visit http://www.iceagetrail.org/ 
or call 1-800-227-0046.  

You can choose to affiliate with a specific 
chapter, or join as a statewide member. 



Lodi Saunters Recap: Sweaty clothes, tasty food, sore feet, 
and a real live bear! Who needs Video Games?

The summer began with one of our favorite endeavors, the Saunters Service Learning Project. This aspect 
of Saunters was started several years ago to provide an opportunity for students (grades 4 – 12) and par-
ents to give back by volunteering with Trail projects. From June 25 – 27 we ventured into the Blue Hills at 
the beautiful Murphy Flowage, and participated in the Ice Age Trail Alliance’s Mobile Skill Crews program. 
After a long bus ride, as we entered the camp, we saw a bear! Everyone within a 10-mile radius heard our 
screams!!

Our next three days were filled with exciting moments and hard work. Our crew built a boardwalk, cleared 
trails of invasives, set posts and, of course, washed dishes! After some meals a naturalist spoke to the 
group and we enjoyed great laughs around the fire pit. By the end, we were tired and sore but felt great 
about the work accomplished. The bear was the highlight of the trip! 

The following Monday we took off for our week of Sauntering! Our first day took us from the River Land 
Conservancy to Roznos Meadows. This jaunt proved to be a lesson in wearing appropriate footgear as we 
started our hike in long wet grass and ended with some soggy feet at Devil’s Lake State Park. 

The second day took us around the John Muir Segment with incredible views of wildlife -- fawn, turtles, 
and a pileated woodpecker. We also enjoyed reading about John Muir and learned that he was also a cre-
ative inventor.

The next day we bussed to Table Bluff Segment to take in the sights and sounds of Cross Plains and the 
Swamplovers. Although we try to hike different segments each year, this is one we enjoy coming back to 
as the kids love the trail and have fun in the local park. They were thrilled with the ice cream treat at the 
park provided by the Ice Age Trail Alliance.

We wrapped up our week on the Gibraltar Rock Segment. Many of the volunteers worked on the trail the 
previous year. They were excited to see it again. Breathtaking views captivated us throughout the hike. 
What a perfect way to end our week together! 
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To round out the summer program, we planned a 
four day backpacking adventure for 7th through 
12th grade students (and their parents) in the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. 
On day one, we packed in all our gear and 
completed about 7 miles to reach camp, which 
provided a wonderful view of Lake Eleven. We 
set up camp, cooked our “gourmet” meals, hung 
our food in a tree and bonded around a fire while 
discussing how much we all over packed!

We woke up the next day refreshed and ready 
to go. After breakfast, we broke down camp and 
hit the trail. We set up several meeting points 
with our bus driver, Bud. This allowed us to pack 
light for the day and assisted with completing 
17 MILES! It was close to dark by the time we 
reached our camp. For our final day of back-
packing, there were several options for the kids. 
Those who were completely worn out by the 
previous days hike could head to our final camp 
to swim and relax at the beach. Those who 
wanted to continue Sauntered on!  Our last night was one of relief and relaxation as we were reward-
ed with a wonderful pizza buffet created by Steve at the Mondeaux Dam Lodge. Although our meals 
on the trail were enjoyable, this seemed like the best pizza we had ever tasted! What a perfect way 
to wrap up 32.4 miles of backpacking!

Will we do it again next year? You can count on it! Will we all pack lighter? Definitely!
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Morgan McNeill Pauses for Photo

As the year comes to a close and we start to plan for 
Saunters 2015, we want to thank the Lodi Valley Chapter 
for supporting us these past seven years. We also thank 
the Ice Age Trail Alliance for their continued support of 

Saunters throughout the entire state. 
Saunter On!

By Chris McNeill, Grace Schirra, Allie Stone, 
and Carly Udelhofen

Lodi Saunters Coordinators

Checking out the leatherleaf bog from Gibraltar Rock

Alternative use for Hiking Stick!



Record Attendance for 2014 Hikes!!
By Bill Welch

Starting in May with a 12 mile 
walk from Devils Lake State Park 
to Gibraltar Rock and ending with 
a full moon stroll in December, 
over 100 people joined together 
to hike the Lodi Valley Chapter’s 
trail segments this year – some-
times under the light of a brilliant 
full moon, sometimes in cold con-
ditions, sometimes by the light of 
a cloud-obscured moon, some-
times in warm, summer weather… 
but always enjoying the trail and 
the companionship of their fellow 
hikers. Hikers included 4 year old 
tots, Cub Scouts, students return-
ing to where they volunteered, 
Ice Age Trail Alliance members 
from other Chapters, canines, 
people new to the Ice Age Trail, 
and hikers familiar with the Trail.
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Trail Poem
The hiker can go without combing his hair or shaving and will be accepted as 
perfectly normal. He can get dirty and his friends will still speak to him jovially. 
His clothes may be in tatters, and people will think nothing of it. If there happens 
to be a little rock dust on his shirt or trousers, or if his clothes are a trifle torn, 
so much the better. Of such stuff are hiking heroes made. The hiker doesn’t have 
to talk very much, say witty things, hold a glass in his hands, or laugh lightly at 
banalities. His is a world of opposites, and no one cares or worries about it. 

—ANN and MYRON SUTTON, The Appalachian Trail: Wilderness on the Doorstep, 1967

12 Hikers Enjoy the December 2014 Full Moon Hike

The Lodi Valley Chapter will have scheduled full moon 
hikes starting in February 2015. Watch for e-mail 

announcements and notices in local newspapers for the 
times and locations. You can also check the newly 

re-vamped Ice Age Trail Alliance website for upcoming 
Trail events: http://www.iceagetrail.org/events/



Just because the temperature has fallen like the leaves of a tree doesn’t mean you can’t have an enjoyable 
hike outside. With a little extra preparation, hiking in the winter can be every bit as enjoyable as hiking during 
the warmer months – and without any additional hassle. If you have the gear for a warm weather hike, you 
can easily modify it for the cold. Before you go, be sure to follow a few of these guidelines to stay safe and 
warm.

Dress in layers. While it is perhaps nice to have a huge, fluffy parka on the ski slopes, it really isn’t practical for 
the trail. Instead, take several layers you can peel off or put on when you stop and go on the trail. Your base 
layer should be a wicking fabric that will pull your sweat away from the skin. Overheating is a dangerous threat 
since excessive moisture that isn’t allowed to escape can freeze and cause hypothermia. If you ever wondered 
why some of your jackets have zippers under the armpits, it’s to keep air circulating and prevent your clothes 
from getting wet.

Wear a hat! Our heads are filled with oxygen-carrying capillaries which fuel our brains and consume one third 
of the body’s energy. During the colder months it is important to keep your head covered to maintain function 
and not lose precious body heat. You may want to bring a warmer/heavier hat for rest periods.

Keep your water bottle warm. Whether you are at the campsite or on the trail, a foam sleeve like a koozie will 
help prevent the water from freezing in a bottle. Nothing warms your body or your spirits like warm liquid by 
a campfire. Boil water to take with you as you hike. Also, to keep water from freezing, keep your water bottle 
on the inside of your jacket – properly sealed, of course.

Don’t toss the sunscreen. While this is most important if you are hiking in a snowy region, winter hikers often 
forget about the sun’s glare reflecting off of white snow.

Be prepared for shorter days. As early as October, dusk settles earlier and more quickly than in the summer. 
Have a good idea of the usable daylight hours before going hiking. Always carry a headlamp or flashlight with 
extra batteries.

In addition to these tips and hints, remember to follow normal safety practices as well when hiking 
in the winter. Be sure of the gear you take with you and if you have any specific questions, 
ask a local outdoor expert so you can stay safe.  
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Snowshoe & Ski Tracks on Marsh Segment
Photo by Tim Escher

Winter Overlook on Gibraltar Segment
Photo by Tim Escher

Cold Weather Hiking: American Hiking Society


