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Ice Age Trail Alliance 
Washington/Ozaukee Chapter 
West Bend Public Library 
Minutes, November 4, 2014 

Joe Aldstadt, Rod Bartlow, Leah Bradley, Doug Galaszewski, Lance Henrickson, Paula 
Klima, Kevin Kuhlmann (Waukesha-Milwaukee Chapter), Shirley Miller, Michael 
Momberg, Sue Munger, Judy Rose, Craig Sanford, Bob Stodola, and Rob Wessberg were 
in attendance. Joe (Interim Chair) began the business meeting at 7:02 p.m. 

Secretary's report: Joe distributed draft minutes from the October chapter meeting 
for review. A few typos were corrected. Leah moved to approve the minutes, Paula 
seconded, motion carried. 

Treasurer's report: Bob gave the following report: the balance as of September 30th 
was $2,006.07 which included $64 in new Meander income. We discussed how much of 
a cash balance our Chapter should hold. Most attendees were pleased with our 
current balance. Rod reported that we were about average when it comes to Chapter 
balances. Judy moved to accept the report, Doug seconded, motion carried. 

Trail Work Project Updates: 

A. Camp Silverbrook — The 3200’ re-route has been pin flagged and divided into 32 
sections (100’ per section). Corridor clearing has been completed. Project work 
will resume in the Spring pending any construction restrictions, which Joe will 
check. Joe encouraged chapter members to walk the route often so that they can 
help with writing the Construction Notes over the winter. Probably no structures 
are needed to be built although there are two ravines to be crossed near Sections 
20 and 27. We will probably use stepping stones for those crossings. We will also 
work on buckthorn and barberry eradication. It appears that seeds have been 
washing down from the fields above and causing the buckthorn to spread. 

B. Waterford Road Bridge — Rod and Judy built three short connector bridges to link 
together the pieces that had floated apart during the Spring of 2013. The bridge is 
now intact again without a need to hop across any gaps like a bunny rabbit. If a 
new bridge / boardwalk structure is proposed, the estimated distance is 
approximately 200’. 

C. Kiosk at Shannon Road — The kiosk is currently tilting toward the parking lot 
because of vandalism. We are requesting that the DNR “straighten up” this kiosk 
and possibly move the kiosk back away from the parking lot ~20’ before posting 
new signage. We want it to be seen from the road but out of reach of vandals. Rob 
Wessberg will let us know when he plans to repair/re-locate this kiosk. 

D. Loew Lake parking lot — The DNR will be hiring a contractor to install the driveway 
and parking lot. Work is planned to begin very soon. The project will take a 
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contractor just a few days to finish. We will need a short “V” shaped access trail to 
connect with the IAT. We’ve asked Rob Wessberg to complete this as well. 

E. Lumber Storage — Our Chapter owns a considerable amount of lumber left over 
from past MSC projects. This lumber is currently stored in the DNR barn located off 
of Monches Road. Rob noted that this barn will soon be torn down and its contents 
moved to another nearby DNR barn. We will be asked to move the lumber this 
coming Spring. 

F. Trail signage — We are running short of some of the “Regulatory” signage. We will 
need to contact the IATA for additional signage. “No Horses” signage seems to be 
the biggest need. We are having issues with horses on the Holy Hill and Loew Lake 
segments. Contact Rob or another DNR staff person if you see additional damage 
from horses. 

G. Holy Hill Timber Harvest on DNR property — Timber is being cut on both sides of 
Holy Hill Road on the McCann property. Thinning of the forest will raise income for 
the DNR and it should improve songbird habitat. A songbird survey was completed 
before the cutting began and another will be held after the harvest is finished. We 
are expecting a large bump in songbird population. 

Hikes: 

A. Recent hikes: 

• Saturday, October 18th — Milwaukee River Hike. Paula, Rich, & Shirley led 13 
hikers. Several hikers finished at Hwy 28 instead of New Fane because the 
planned hike was too long (7.2 miles). Chilly, damp weather but people 
enjoyed it. 

B. Upcoming hikes: 

• Sunday, Nov 23rd at 9:00 a.m. at Pike Lake — Craig, Paula and possibly Joe will 
lead. Hike is on the YMCA calendar but no shuttling is needed since the hike will 
be a loop around the Pike Lake Unit. Wearing bright colors is recommended. 

• Saturday, Dec 6th at 9:30 a.m. at Polk Kames — Joe and possibly Paula will lead. 
Planned hike is to follow the IAT south from Hwy NN, counter-clockwise along 
the White Loop and then back to Hwy NN. No shuttle is needed. 

• Thursday, Jan 1st at Noon for the “First Day Hike” at Pike Lake — We will 
schedule this annual event to be held at the beach picnic area at Pike Lake. 
Rob’s staff will provide hot chocolate in the office after the hike again this 
year.  

• Saturday, Feb 14th at 5:30 p.m. for the “Candlelight Hike, Ski , & Snowshoe” 
event at Pike Lake — We will attend this annual event to be held at the beach 
picnic area at Pike Lake. We will have people leading hikes and an 
informational table set up at the picnic shelter again this year. 

• Saturday, June 6th at 9:00 a.m. for the “Discovery Day / National Trails Day 
Hike” at Pike Lake — Since 2015 is an “odd” year, we will not be co-sponsoring 
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the Loew Lake-Monches Hike with the Waukesha-Milwaukee Chapter. Instead 
Rob invited us to lead several hikes as part of “Discovery Day”, which is held at 
Pike Lake each year. We agreed that this would be a great event to be a part 
of. 

State/Regional News: 

A. MSC Project Projects (see www.iceagetrail.org for details): 

• Springfield Hill in Dane County was the last MSC project for the year. The 
project was successful but did not quite finish. Either the Chapter will finish it 
on their own or this will be a Regional Work Day for 2015. 

B. Regional Rally at Hausmann Nature Center at Lapham Peak on Nov. 8th. All Chapter 
members are encouraged to attend. 

C. Statewide DNR and IATA Land Acquisitions –  

• There have been no DNR acquisitions of IAT properties in the year to date.  

D. IATA Board of Directors Update —  

• The annual Yellow Blaze Club dinner was held in October; 70 guests attended.  

• The Board continues to work on the IAT Strategic Plan. 

• Federal Funding for IAT projects may be declining in 2015. This may cause our 
MSC calendar to be cut back or we will need to find new sources of alternative 
funding.  

Miscellaneous Topics: 

A. Annual Meeting for 2015 — Joann Mann Lodge at Camp Silverbrook has been 
reserved for January 10, 2015. We will eat at 12 noon and start our program at 
1:00 p.m. We opened the floor for suggestions for speakers. Joe will evaluate and 
make the invites. Rod will send out our official Annual Meeting notice when the 
plans are finalized. Judy volunteered to coordinate the food. The chili buffet is 
very popular. We will do this again in 2015. 

B. Nominate Chapter Officers for 2015 — Joe put together a list of roles for Chapter 
officers and tentatively assigned them to each position. We discussed the roles and 
the assignments. We thought the roles and responsibilities were acceptable as 
written. Joe will work with the Chapter members to fill in the nominations of the 
positions for the elections held at our Annual Meeting on January 10th. 

C. Hiking Program Update — Leah reported that we are now up to 77 participants. 

Craig moved to adjourn, Judy seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
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