
Ice Age Trail University Course Offerings 

 

 

Crew Leader Refresher 

This course is for those who have gone through Crew Leadership & 

Skills Training. Talk with fellow Crew Leaders on what works to 

manage, motivate, and most importantly, keep your crew having 

fun. 

 

Tread 101: 4-Step Tread Construction 

Ever wonder what the critical edge is and what makes it critical? This 

course dives in-depth into trail anatomy and how to build sustainable 

trail tread right the first time. Learn the four steps of tread construction 

and how each step is important.  

 

Ecological Management 

A great hike on the Trail is more than easy-walking tread. It includes 

the surroundings such as flora and vistas. Learn how to enhance 

user’s experience by identifying opportunities to manage vegetation.  

Stonework 

Work will entail, building retaining walls, steps and other rock 

structures. This seminar will provide hands on learning with real time 

application. 

 

Working with Youth 

The Ice Age Trail Alliance talks a lot about leaving a legacy. 

Sometimes we use this phrase when we talk about land or planned 

giving. One of our greatest assets as an organization is our volunteer 

force. Learn how to leave a different kind of legacy - that of building 

future trail enthusiasts. Participants will learn how to work within school 

systems, ways to engage youth and build a long term volunteer base 

for the Ice Age Trail Alliance. 

 

 

 



Youth Service Learning Event 

This session is where the lab comes to life. We are working with local 

Saunters groups to participate in a service learning event. IAT-U 

participants that take the Working With Youth course will have an 

opportunity to implement the skills they learned with living, breathing 

youth.  

 

Chapter Leader Skills 

Take one look at the 2013 Chapter Yearbook and one will find 

leadership succession to be a critical concern of the 21 IATA 

Chapters. This course dissects the issues surrounding recruitment of 

leaders, ways to provide meaningful experiences for potential 

volunteers and a “how to” for maintaining leadership positions.  

 

Camp Chef 

Do you like cooking for large groups? Ever wonder how an outdoor 

kitchen functions in remote areas? Do you dream of flipping 

pancakes for 100 or more people? If you answered yes to any of 

these questions, then you may be interested in Camp Chef training.   

Learn about Food Safety, meal planning for 100 or more, bulk buying 

on a budget and base camp logistics.  

 

First Aid/CPR/AED 

Our motto in the field is “Safety First.” Besides being a requirement for 

operating the many of the pieces of equipment we use for trail 

building and maintenance, First Aid skills are useful for any 

environment. 

 

Chainsaw Safety 

Trees have a habit of falling across the Trail. Learn the basics of 

chainsaw safety, including the mechanics of felling a tree, the bore 

cut, bucking a tree, and how to maintain your saw. If you’re already 

chainsaw certified, refresh the techniques to keep you safe. You 

learn something new every time. 


