
Workshop Summaries 

Birds of John Muir Hike--Daryl 

“In the Story of My Boyhood and Youth, John Muir writes of the many birds that visited and nested 
around his family farm here in Marquette County.  Join naturalist, Daryl Christensen as he re-discovers 
the various species of birds that so fascinated the young Muir during his youth and throughout his life 
and still make the preserved farmstead, prairie, wetland and forest their home.”  Note: Due to the early 
hours of this hike, grasslands could be wet with dew so be sure to bring proper footwear along with 
binoculars.  The walk will be under one mile…….more like a bird saunter than a walk. 

Walk Ice Age Trail around Ennis Lake—Mark Martin 

The 1.7-mile Ice Age Trail hike around Ennis Lake passes through prairie, over bogs on boardwalks, 
through open oak forests and around fens bordered by tamarack and bog birch.  On this walk, hikers will 
explore and experience the landscape that had a lifelong impact on John Muir.  Please wear proper 
footwear.  
 

Walk/Talk Eggleston Property—Kevin Thusius and Fred Wollenberg 

Join us as we hike the Eggleston Addition to the USFWS Fox River Wildlife Refuge, and the Ice Age 
Trail.  This hike will focus on the scenic vistas overlooking the historic Fox River, which borders the 
eastern edge of the reserve.  We will pass through oak savanna and likely have the opportunity to scout 
for remnant prairie plants, along with this rare opportunity to appreciate a portion of John Muir's original 
neighborhood. 

Binoculars are desirable, though this is not a bird watching hike, there are likely to be opportunities to 
observe and identify spring species. This will be a moderately strenuous hike, some hilly sections 

Artists and Nature 
 
Nature affects people deeply and in many different ways, including their outward expressions of it, as it 
did writer and artist John Muir.  If you are an appreciator of the arts, or an aspiring writer, artist and/or 
naturalist yourself, then come and listen to writer Doreen Pfost, author of This River Beneath the Sky: a 
Year on the Platte, and watercolor artist Todd Persche, who paints Wisconsin’s Baraboo Range and 
native landscapes, as they talk about their work, what inspires them to create, and personal tools and 
techniques that help them with their artistic process.  
 
Children’s Youth/Booth--Kim 

"An interactive Children's/Youth Booth will be available for creating a take home Nature Journal, John 
Muir book readings from 'The Camping Trip that Changed America' and 'Stikeen', a Scavenger Hunt and 
Fossil/Rock display to name a few.  Also, famous quotes from John Muir commemorating his love of 
nature and preserving the Wilderness."  *Supplies will be provided. 
 



John Muir and the religious roots of America’s environmentalism—Mark Stoll 

Religion and American Environmentalism: Although today we often think of religion and 
environmentalism as opponents, certain denominations profoundly shaped the origins and rise of 
American environmentalism.  Virtually no one who figured in nineteenth century movements for parks 
and conservation was further than a generation from a New England Congregational church.  Leaders 
who were raised Presbyterian, like John Muir, Theodore Roosevelt, and Rachel Carson, made 
conservation and environmentalism into powerful political forces in the twentieth century and left a 
remarkable legacy. 
 
John Muir and Glaciation: Wisconsin, California, Alaska: Dave Mickelson 

John Muir spent his early days in Marquette County living alongside a water-filled kettle, surrounded by 
drumlins, and less than 20 miles from the edge of the latest major glacial advance into Wisconsin.  
Glacial striations on Observatory Hill must also have caught his fancy, and all of these encounters likely 
inspired a lifetime interest in the effects of glaciers on the landscape.  Years later, after visiting 
Yosemite and recognizing that glaciers must have been have been instrumental in shaping Yosemite 
Valley, he made his first visit to modern glaciers in Alaska.  What is now Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve was the scene of his discovery of modern glaciers and how they shape the landscape. 
 
Archaeology in Action--Activity Stations! 
 
Come experience archaeology in action!  Join Archaeologist and Graduate Research Assistant at St. 
Cloud University, Seth Taft, as he take you through four different activity stations that will teach you 
about the steps archeologists take to learn about people and places from the past.  This activity is for 
children and people of all ages to enjoy. 
 
 
The Alexander Wilson Story: the Scot who founded American ornithology and influenced Muir—Bryan 
Sharp 

Many people consider John James Audubon to be the founder of ornithology on the American continent.  
However, many people believe that accolade rightfully belongs to Alexander Wilson.  The publication 
of Wilson’s first volume of American Ornithology preceded that of Audubon’s Birds of America by 
nearly two decades.  Mr. Wilson was also a pioneer in citizen science as he established networks of 
naturalists across the young country to report their bird observations to him.  A fascinating man, his first 
love was not birds, but poetry.  However, when that path met with limited success and his poems 
advocating mill workers’ rights brought persecution, he was forced to leave his Scottish homeland and 
emigrate to the fledgling United States of America.  Wilson developed a passion for nature in his 
adopted home.  His book on ornithology was read by a young John Muir growing up in Scotland who 
excitedly looked for the birds Wilson wrote about when the Muir family moved to Marquette County, 
Wisconsin in 1849.  Both Wilson and Muir can be credited for their contribution to the promotion and 
protection of America’s natural treasures.  
 



Tour of John Muir’s Neighborhood-Kathleen and app 

Besides falling in love with the landscapes and wilderness of his new home in Marquette County, 
Wisconsin, the young John Muir was influenced and supported by friends and family in the settler 
community where he grew up.  Visit the pioneer cemetery he wrote about in The Story of My Boyhood 
and Youth, go inside the Wee White Kirk where father Daniel Muir preached, view the lake where 
Daniel re-baptized his children and follow along on the Marquette County John Muir Nature and History 
mobile app as we visit these and other places in the John Muir neighborhood.  
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