
HOLY HILL SEGMENT 
 

From Donegal Road to STH-167 Trail 
access, the segment passes through a 
mostly forested landscape across the 
glacial terrain that surrounds Holy Hill. 
The segment route offers just a few 
openings with views of glacial kame 
Holy Hill and the shrine and monastery 
that sits atop it, 1350 feet above sea 
level. Glacial geologists estimate at the 
time of the Wisconsin Glaciation, the 
thickness of the glacial ice extended 
another 1000 feet above Holy Hill. 
Glacial erratics are a common trailside 
sight in this area and several spur trails 
offer vistas of the surrounding 
landscape. A blue-blazed spur trail  
north of Holy Hill leads to both a 
parking area near St. Mary of the Hill 
Parish and a large glacial erratic 
perched at the top of a kame. 
 
At STH-167 the segment continues 
north, crossing an intermittent stream 
on a board bridge built as an Eagle 
Scout project and then winding through 
grasslands of a previous agricultural era 
with multiple stone fence remnants 
along the way. Just south of the 

Shannon Road Trail access a blue-blazed spur trail leads west to a DNR parking 
area on Shannon Road. Along the section of Trail several types of trees are 
identified by informational signs. 
 
North of Shannon Road, the segment passes through a pine plantation and then 
continues north along the edges of two fields. At Pleasant Hill Road, hikers should 
turn right and follow the blazed telephone poles east for 0.5 miles. The segment 



departs north from Pleasant Hill Road, crosses a field along the edge of a small 
wetland, climbs two hills with a kettle pond in between, passes through a large 
wetland on a long, elevated boardwalk and then emerges onto Waterford Road 
after passing a farm field and house. 
 
North of Waterford Road, the segment passes several deep kettles in a mature 
mixed forest, then follows along the edge of farm fields, and then through a field 
before reaching an intersection with Glassgo Drive. The segment follows the road 
northeast for 0.3 miles before departing off-road to the northwest on a short 
section that leads to the segment’s terminus on CTH-E. 
 
 


