
Ice Age Trail Alliance position on traditional geocache 
containers on Ice Age Trail Alliance owned property and 
owned easements.  
 
The Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA) invests considerable resources on land stewardship for 
properties they own.  Therefore, it is extremely important to implement user practices that 
protect native, and prevent the spread of invasive species of plants and animals. With this 
in mind, the IATA will not authorize the placement of a geocache container on 
property or easements that they own.   
 
Since no container is associated with an EarthCache, (or a ColdCache which is an 
EarthCache along the IAT), the Ice Age Trail Alliance supports the EarthCache program 
and the IATA will generally authorize such sites on properties they own.   
 
Furthermore; the IATA goes to great lengths to maintain good relationships with their 
partners and neighbors. The Ice Age Trail depends on the ability to cross a number of both 
publicly and privately-owned properties. Requesting all users, including geocachers, to 
stay on or near the trail is a primary factor in retaining such permission / access. 
 
The IATA cannot regulate the placement of geocache containers along segments of the 
Ice Age Trail that they do not own. They are not authorized to grant approval to place a 
container on such properties, nor can they deny a placement. It is the understanding of the 
IATA, however, that approval is required for all variations of geocaching by 
geocaching.com. 
 
Cache developers are expected to conduct research to identify the property owner and/or 
manager in order to request permission. Most publicly owned properties are easily 
identified. If a cache developer is unable to identify a land owner or manager for properties 
that the Ice Age Trail crosses, they may want to choose another location for the cache 
placement.  
  
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has a Geocache Placement Notification 
(Form 2500-118) to be used for requesting permission. Other land owners or managers 
may have their own form or requirements for requesting permission.   

https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/2500/2500-118.pdf

