
KEWASKUM SEGMENT 
 

The southern Kewaskum Segment 
begins by crossing CTH-D and following 
Friendly Drive north for 0.3 miles. The 
segment departs Friendly Drive and 
heads west, following a power line 
right-of-way over rolling hills while 
highlighting agricultural fields and 
mature beech-maple woods where 
hikers will find many spring and 
summer wildflowers. A portion roughly 
half-way from either segment terminus 
is usually wet in spring and difficult to 
hike through. Climbing out of this low 
area, the segment briefly leaves the 
right-of-way and enters the beech-
maple woods to connect with a short 
white-blazed loop trail. Continuing west 
there is a small footbridge over a small 
ephemeral stream before reaching the 
segment terminus at Wildwood Road. 
 
The area traversed by the Kewaskum 
Segment has a rich Native American 
history. The word Kewaskum means 
“crooked river” in Algonquin, the 
language of the Potawatomi who once 
inhabited the area. The Potawatomi 
claim to the land ended with a treaty in 

1833 and the Nation was resettled to Oklahoma. Years later, only a few returned. 
 
The Kewaskum Segment heads north from its starting point on Ridge Road 
through the Ice Age Trail Alliance’s 125-acre Roman and Mercedes Otten 
Preserve, home to not only the main segment route but also an additional 2.5 
miles of loop trails. The main segment route features light forests and upland 
fields with spectacular views of the Otten Preserve and the surrounding areas. 



From the hilltops, hikers can look for Kewaskum and Campbellsport to the north 
and the Dundee Kame and Kettle Moraine State Forest to the northeast. This 
portion of the segment is a magnet for birds, and hikers should keep an eye out 
for meadowlarks, bobolinks, turkeys and several birds of prey. In spring, the 
woods are filled with a gorgeous display of trillium and jack-in-the-pulpit, and in 
late summer, there are many areas of gooseberry and raspberry patches. A spur 
trail to a Dispersed Camping Area (DCA) for long-distance, multi-day hikers is 
located 0.5 miles from the parking area on Ridge Road. 
 
After passing through Otten Preserve, the segment continues east across the 
Sunburst Ski Area property (covering a prominent kame) on an easement granted 
by the Summit Ski Corporation. The segment intersects Prospect Drive, where 
hikers should turn left and follow the road 0.3 miles north. The segment departs 
Prospect Drive heading east along a field edge, crosses a series of boardwalks, 
then skirts the southern edge of the “tank farm” before arriving at USH-45. The 
segment crosses under USH-45 via an underpass built specifically for the Ice Age 
Trail. After periods of heavy rains, the underpass is often swamped with water. 
Therefore, as conditions warrant, hikers should carefully cross at the level of the 
highway. 
 
East of USH-45, the segment intersects with the Eisenbahn State Trail, a state-
owned multiuse recreation trail on the former C & NW Railroad right-of-way. 
Twelve of the 24 miles of the abandoned former rail corridor are maintained, 
extending from the city of West Bend to Eden in Fond du Lac County. “Eisenbahn” 
is German for “iron road”, harkening back to this rail lines’ heritage and original 
construction in 1871. The segment very briefly follows the Eisenbahn State Trail 
north to the segment’s terminus where the Ice Age Trail heads off the Eisenbahn 
State Trail to the east.  


