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             HI...COME JOIN YOUR TRAIL BUDDIES  
              FOR A VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM  
OF THE LANGLADE COUNTY ICE AGE TRAIL CHAPTER. 
                  MONDAY, MARCH 14th, 7 PM 
                      BRING A FRIEND OR . . . 
 
               "49 YEARS AND COUNTING . . .” 

Erratic Steps 
Over the years, the above black and white 
photo has stirred the curiosity of a few who 
asked what the group was doing at the 
erratic. The photo was taken in 1987 after the 
chapter’s first’s Hike-A-Thon. Most everyone in 
the photo lies low in the grass, while Pat 
McKenna, a faithful trail supporter and Tom 
Ourada, a former state legislator with his Hike-
A-Thon cap are more visible. 
Before the hike, I was seeking pledges from 
family and friends. Fred Braun, one of my 
contacts, was unable to make the hike. 
However, he pledged a dollar for each hiker 
that we could get to lie front of the erratic on 
his land in which he planned someday to be 
his final resting place. After the hike, I shared 
the photo, and Fred fulfilled his per hiker 
pledge with a smile. Thus, the story of Fred’s 
Rock or the Langlade Erratic. 
 
Trail Community Steps 
A discussion on “trail towns” at last year’s 
annual meeting evolved over six months 
into the City of Antigo being designated 
this fall by the Ice Age Trail Alliance as the 
fifteenth Ice Age Trail Community.  
To celebrate the designation, the chapter 
hastily organized the first chapter hike since 
September 2019. 
Dave Tlusty, Lee Auner and John Barker led 
the October 2nd hike. The group hiked to Big 

Stone Hole and returned to enjoy their lunch 
at the ski hill. Each hiker was then awarded 
the trail postcard set labeled to honor their 
participation in the special outing.  
The hike trio then joined Dean and Polly 
Blazek October 20th at the Langlade County 
Historical Museum to attend the ceremony 
for the city’s trail community designation and 
new Welcome Center. After the ribbon 
cutting by Mayor Bill Brandt and the 
alliance’s Luke Kloberdanz, favorable 
comments were made by individuals 
responsible for both community efforts.  
Our thanks to Dave, Lee, John, Dean and 
Polly for helping celebrate the city’s 
designation as an Ice Age Trail Community. 
 
Zoom Steps 
Sam Picone, chapter treasurer, has offered 
his Zoom account to again host the above 
virtual meeting. If interested in attending, 
please call Jopek at 715-623-2645 or e-mail.  
 
Shed Steps 
At last March’s chapter meeting, a 
committee was organized to consider 
storage options for our mower, tools and 
materials. The committee met and decided 
on a storage shed followed by instant offers 
from Lee Auner to host the shed and Dave 
Tlusty to plan the structure, donate the milling 



Shed Steps (Cont.)  
and framing timber. At the September 21st 
meeting, the decision to build a storage shed 
was supported with Polly Blazek’s offer to 
purchase the wood flooring. Curt Denevan 
thought that he had some extra metal for the 
siding and roof. Peg Jopek offered to 
purchase the door and Lloyd Godell, along 
with his son, Mike, agreed to offer 
reinforcement for the structure’s wooden 
foundation and supervise its construction. 
The Langlade County Ski Club donated 
several treated posts. Then a flurry of 
donations came from members Terry and 
Cindy Creekmore, Sam Picone, Jim Schleif, Bill 
Morley, John and Julie Rose, Kurt Nierode 
and John Barker.  
The wooded base with Polly’s floor and 
framing timber are now securely covered 
awaiting spring when work will continue. We 
hope spring comes as swift as the impressive 
display of support for the shed. Thanks to all.   
 
Staff Steps 
Last year the Ice Age Trail Alliance employed 
Becky Wadleigh as a staff member in a 
partnership with the North Central 
Conservancy Trust. When asked, she agreed 
to share a bit with us about the new position 
and the partnership. We welcome Becky. 
    My name is Becky Wadleigh, and I started 
working with the Ice Age Trail Alliance in 
August 2021 as part of a partnership between 
IATA and the North Central Conservancy Trust 
(NCCT). NCCT is a nonprofit land trust that 
serves Taylor, Lincoln, Clark, Marathon, Wood, 
Portage, Adams, and Waushara Counties. 
NCCT’s mission is to “conserve the natural 
heritage of Central Wisconsin through the 
protection of land.” While NCCT is not a trail 
building organization like IATA, we use many 
of the same tools to permanently protect 
land in our service area.  
     The IAT runs through six of the eight 
counties that NCCT serves. This, combined 
with the overlap of NCCT and IATA’s missions, 
goals, supporters, and practices, is what 
prompted the creation of my position as 
Outreach & Development Coordinator and 
Liaison to the IATA. I split my time between 

each organization, and responsibility for 
helping to increase the visibility of the work 
done by each and growing support among 
new and existing Central WI stakeholders.  
     With 49 years and counting, I would make 
a bet that you all are quite familiar with the 
progression of the trail over time, from when it 
started as a bold idea to what it is today. 
Since 1986 the creation of the trail has 
resulted in the permanent protection of more 
than 20,000 acres of land in Wisconsin. 
     As you also well know, this work is not yet 
finished: there are more than 500 miles of 
gaps that exist between trail sections, which 
will require more than 1,000 land transactions 
to fill. In some places the trail passes through 
private properties on little more than a 
handshake, with no true permanent or legal 
assurance that the trail may remain there - 
the partnership and generosity of these 
landowners is crucial for trail development.  
     One of the IATA’s goals is to permanently 
protect the land that hosts the trail. That is 
where my position comes in: my primary role 
is to strengthen relationships with current and 
future trail hosts so that we may continue to 
permanently protect key sections of trail.  
     2021 was an excellent year for land 
protection at the Alliance, with 5.5 miles of 
trail protected by IATA and its partners and 
nine new properties acquired – three of 
which are right here in Langlade County! 33 
acres were added to the Moraine Outwash 
Preserve, 79.5 acres purchased on Mueller 
Lake, and the 45-acre Ice Override Preserve 
in the Town of Rolling was acquired. 
     With the help of Melinda and Brian Nelson, 
IATA property boundary markers were 
installed at the Ice Override and Moraine 
Outwash Preserves this past fall, and the 
Alliance’s Trails team is working with chapter 
volunteers to examine potential trail routes 
and DCA locations on the new properties. 
     The Alliance will also be looking for 
volunteers to help complete annual 
monitoring of these properties – contact 
myself or Kevin Thusius if interested!  
Thanks, and I look forward to seeing you all 
on the Trail!  
becky@iceagetrail.org, kevin@iceagetrail.org 


