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Outreach on the Ice Age Trail
By Mark Graczykowski

Do you have a passion for the Ice Age Trail, but haven’t yet 
found your path to promote, preserve and protect the Trail? You 
are not alone. Since becoming actively involved with the Dane 
County Chapter in late 2017, I have been pondering new ways 
to get others excited about the Ice Age Trail. While a lot of the 
volunteer focused effort is on stewardship and enhancing the 
existing trail corridor, and building new sections of Trail (about 
half of the IAT in Dane County is currently still road walk), there 
is so much more that each of us can do for the Trail. Several 
members already lead hikes on different sections of the Trail, and 
more hikes are added each year. The events calendar included in 
Drift has all the hikes currently scheduled.

Amy Lord (Ice Age Trail Alliance Outreach and Education 
Manager) has been a great resource encouraging the Chapter 
to find new ways to engage our neighbors. New events this Fall 
included a table in downtown Verona (an Ice Age Trail Commu-
nity) for their community Halloween event, and a few families 
braved a cold November morning to join Amy and me on a Tyke 
Hike at Ice Age Junction. One of our goals for 2019 is to host 
the Chapter’s first new member event at a local brewery; current 
members will also be encouraged to attend.

Dane County is full of outdoor enthusiasts and neighbors 
who value the preservation of our natural resources, and many 
might not even be aware of this wonderful resource located 
right in their backyard. We have merely started tapping into the 
resource of human energy that is located right here where we 
live, work and hike.

In 2019, the Chapter wants to find new ways to engage as 
many people as we can to enjoy the Trail, because once you 
start spending a lot of time on the Ice Age Trail, you can’t help 
but want to get involved in preserving and protecting it for future 
generations. If you have ideas on ways to promote the Trail or 
are interested in future outreach efforts, please contact me: 
mark.a.graczykowski@gmail.com.

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities to help staff an Ice Age Trail 
Alliance booth: 

• February 5: Thru-Hiking Presentation hosted by REI and  
Octopi Brewing, Waunakee

• February 8-10: Garden Expo, Alliant Energy Center 
• March 8-10: Canoecopia, Alliant Energy Center 
• March 13: Thru-Hiking Presentation hosted by REI and  

Hop Haus Brewing Company, Verona
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Annual Membership Meeting
January 27

All members of the Dane County Chapter are invited 
to the annual meeting and pot luck supper on Sunday, 
January 27, 2019 at the Rosemary Garfoot Public Library 
in Cross Plains. The address is 2107 Julius St.; use the 
east side entrance on Jovina St. Doors will open at 5:15 
for set-up and dinner will commence at 5:45. This will be 
followed by the annual meeting which will feature a brief 
talk by the new NPS Ice Age Trail Superintendent, Eric 
Gabriel. The meeting agenda is pretty full, highlighted by 
the election of officers for 2019 and approval of the budget. 
The nomination committee will offer the following slate: 
Coordinator: Anne Helsley-Marchbanks, Co-coordinator: 
James Luebke, Secretary: Tess Mulrooney, Treasurer: 
Michele Amacker. Other nominations, including self-nomi-
nations, are always available, providing that the nominee is 
present or there is assurance that they are willing to serve.
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Thank you to Inkworks for 
 helping us print this newsletter.

Join the Dane Drifters and 
then hike all the beautiful IAT 
segments in Dane County. 
You’ll earn this cool patch and 
a certificate of completion. 

Article by Gary Wensing
We are now finishing year 

number five of the Dane Drifters 
hiking program. During that 
time, 291 hikers have registered 
– bringing in almost $3000 to 
our chapter to use towards trail 
building and maintenance. In total, 
146 people have finished, including 
13 since our last newsletter.

As a reminder, the Program 
is only $10 for IATA members, 
$12 for non-members and $6 for 
companions (spouse, children, 
friends) to a registered hiker and you can earn a patch, a 
certificate of completion for hiking all of the segments of IAT in 
Dane County, and you support the Dane Co Chapter of the Ice 
Age Trail Alliance.

There are two options for our program – complete all the miles 
of marked trail (~40) or do both the marked trails and connecting 
routes (~65 miles). This will be updated soon with the recent 
extention of the Cross Plains segment by ~1.5 miles and a 2+ 
mile new lollipop trail (portion is out and back trail, but has a large 
loop at the end) at Liebetrau Prairie (just north of Table Bluff). We 
will be updating our brochure and hiking log and sending those 
out to registered members who haven’t finished yet, so keep an 
eye out for an email early next year. And if you already finished 
the program, I hope you are able to visit these new sections as 
they are very nice additions to the trail.

Wouldn’t you like to join them? Contact Gary Wensing of Cross 
Plains to learn more at kensinginn@tds.net or 608-798-3006. Or 
see the Dane Co page on the IATA website (http://dane.iceagetrail.
org/home). 

Whether you’re working on the program or not, everyone is 
welcome to join us on group hikes on our trail segments. I’m 
hoping for some snow soon since we have some snowshoe hikes 
coming up in the next couple of months. Check out the IATA 
website and the Ice Age Trail Alliance Rock and Dane County 
Chapters meet up group (https://www.meetup.com/Ice-Age-Trail-
Alliance-Rock-Dane-County-Chapter/). The group hikes are a 
great way to work on the program.

Congratulations to the following Dane Drifters! 
Andrew Schroeder
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Madison, WI

Trail segments

Laurie Gorman
Madison, WI
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Peter Bennett
Madison, WI
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Abigail Cantor
Madison, WI

Trails+Connectors

Linda Pruss
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Melissa Meredith
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Adam Alison
Verona, WI
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Annie Weiss
Milwaukee, WI
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Sara Kampf
Grafton, WI
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Ryan Jansen 
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Middleton, WI
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